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Camden Community Connections (CCC) is a not-for-profit, community organisation based 

in Narellan and serving the entire Camden Local Government Area (LGA).  Camden LGA 

encompasses a total land area of around 200 square kilometres with over 20 suburbs and 

is the third fastest growing area in NSW. CCC provides a range of services across this  

diverse and expanding community that includes Children’s Services, Youth Services, and 

Community Development, including promoting and supporting a number of community 

groups. There are six permanent staff members and they are supported by a volunteer 

Management Committee comprising of members of the local community and a small team 

of volunteers that provide support for our programs. 




CCC’s vision is to make a significant contribution to the development of, 

 

“A strong and empowered community, where active participation in community life 

reduces isolation and disadvantage.” 




CCC aims to strengthen and enrich the community by connecting people with local  

services, community activities and each other. We aim to provide programs and services 

that contribute to the breakdown of barriers that 

contribute to isolation, and relieve poverty,  

disadvantage and general distress within our  

community.  

We are committed to ensuring that our services  

remain relevant to the community and we recognise 

that we must respond to changing needs as our 

community continues to grow and becomes more 

diverse.  We are also committed to ensuring equity 

of access within our program target groups. 
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Judith is a local resident and is Community Services Manager at  

Macarthur Diversity Services Initiative and a Justice of the Peace. She 

has a Bachelor of Social Science and a Graduate Diploma in  

Psychology. Judith has worked in the community services sector for 

over 20 years and has served as the President of the CCC  

Management Committee for the past three years. 

Ray and his family all reside in the local area and this drives his interest 

in ensuring there are suitable services for children and families. He is a 

member of Camden Men’s Shed and the Camden Community Gardens 

Committee. Ray has been on the CCC Management Committee for 

three years and has served as the Vice President for one year.  

Meran has operated her own bookkeeping practice for over 10 years 

and is a member of the Association of Accounting Technicians and a 

Justice of the Peace. She has been an honorary member of the 

Board of Variety, the Children’s Charity (NSW) for seven years and 

has served as the Treasurer of the CCC Management Committee for 

the past three years. Meran is a local resident. 



After serving on the CCC Management Committee for almost two 

years, Angela resigned from the Committee in April 2012. 
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Paul is the Pastor of Lifehouse Church in Camden. In his role as 

Pastor he aims to assist people living within the Camden LGA to 

achieve their life goals and reach their full potential. Paul served on 

the CCC Management Committee for 2 ½ years.  

(Paul has now resigned from the Management Committee effective 

July 2012) 



Will is a born and bred local resident with a dedication to serving the 

local community. He has extensive experience in creative and  

cultural development, working with schools, hospitals and various 

local community groups. He is a company director of several local  

businesses and brings valuable business expertise to his role on the 

CCC management Committee. Will has served on the Committee for 

18 months. 



Noelene Rudolph has worked in the community sector for  

20 years, including youth health, adult education and migrant/

refugee settlement and local government.  She is currently Team 

Leader in the Social Planning and Community Development Unit 

at Camden Council.  

(Noelene has now resigned from the Management Committee,  

effective August 2012) 



Joan is a local resident with a long standing family history in the area. 

She is interested in community issues and is affiliated with the Girl 

Guides, the Camden Museum, and is involved in the  

Seniors Issues Group. Joan has served on the CCC Management 

Committee for the past six years. 
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This year marked the 25th anniversary of Camden Community Connections (CCC).  

Originally founded by six local women who successfully lobbied for a community centre in a  

developing area where there were no community services and facilities, CCC today  

provides  services, programs and activities to meet the needs of all sectors of the local 

community.  

  

The period 1987 – 2012 has seen many changes to our community.  In 1987 the population 

of the Camden LGA was approximately 20 156 and in the 2011 census the population was 

56 720, an increase of 181%.  By 2036 the population is predicted to increase to over  

213 000. New housing subdivisions across the area are attracting young families and there 

will be increasing numbers of young people while the numbers of elderly will still continue 

to increase. There is a high proportion of Australian born but there will be increasing  

numbers of CALD communities as the population increases and while there are areas of 

high income earners there are, and will continue to  be, communities with high levels of  

disadvantage. 

 

The past year has been a successful year with our staff continuing to demonstrate a high 

level of commitment, providing the basis of our strength and ability to provide quality  

services. During the year we welcomed Carmelina Nunnari as our new Community  

Development Worker and Catherine Gonzaga as our new Family Worker.  Our previous 

Community Development Worker, Myrtle Mooney, while remaining involved in some of our 

community projects, took over the administration role.  The CCC team successfully  

provided programs, events and activities for over 8000 people across all ages in the  

Camden LGA.  As well as our regular playgroups and youth activities we facilitated many 

other groups and projects during the year including a Women’s Group sculpture project, the 

 
 
 

Lily Everett-Roberts resigned as Manager towards the end of the year and Sue Watt was 

appointed to the Manager’s role in August 2012. Sue is excited by the vibrant energy  

within the team. The positive attitudes, commitment to hard work, and genuine  

enthusiasm for our local community will provide a solid foundation for our work into the  

future. 
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The commitment of the Management Committee has also been invaluable throughout the 

year and their contribution along with the entire CCC community of staff, volunteers,  

partners and other stakeholders deserve recognition for their contribution to ensuring CCC 

is able to respond to the needs of our community. 

 

There will be a need for more community services for a population that is growing and  

Increasingly diverse and CCC is committed to meeting the challenge of providing relevant 

and quality services and activities to support and enhance the lives of the growing  

community in Camden LGA. We have commenced our 26th year with a positive and  

energetic approach to responding to the changing needs of our community.  We are  

unified in our commitment to raise the profile of our organisation and increase our capacity 

to strengthen and empower the community we serve. 
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The major source of funding for our Children’s Services Program (CSP) comes 
from NSW Family and Community Services (FACS). 

Other funding and support came from the following 
sources: 

• Bunnings Campbelltown and Narellan 

• Camden Council 

• Commonwealth Bank 

• Jas My Waffles 

• Kellogg's 

• Macarthur Lions 

• McDonald’s  Regional Macarthur 

• NSW Health Promotion  

• Smiths Snackfood Company 


Our Children’s Services Program has delivered a wide range of programs to the  

residents of the Camden LGA during the past year. As well as our regular playgroups 

that run during the school term, we have also been involved in a variety of community 

events including Camden Kids Festival, Narellan Rhythms Festival and other Family 

Fun Days. During the year we also co-facilitated a parenting program and during the 

school terms we ran a breakfast outreach program at Leppington Public School. 

With increasing numbers of families with young children making the Camden LGA 

their home, the Children's Services Program has an exciting future with the  

opportunity to provide an increasing variety of programs to meet the growing needs of 

the population. CCC are planning to continue and build on our existing services to  

ensure that we meet these needs and this will include additional parenting workshops  

and the launch of Kids Club, a school holiday program.  




• The establishment of a playgroup based at Leppington Community House,  held 

every Tuesday morning, during school terms.  

• Camden Play Day in May during Families Week. Over 2000 people attended 

this event.  

• Parenting Sessions were facilitated in partnership with Uniting Care Burnside. 

The TIPS (Tips and Ideas on Parenting Skills) Program ended with a perfect  

attendance record from participants. 

• The Breakfast Outreach Program at Leppington Public School has proved to be  

extremely popular with 90% of the students attending each week.  



9 


Program Date 

Brighter Futures Supported Playgroup  

Run in partnership with Uniting Care Burnside 

Thursdays, 10-12pm (during school 
term) until 5th of April, 2012 

  

Bright Eyes Supported Playgroup  

Run in partnership with the Benevolent Society 

  

Mondays, 10-12pm (during school term) 

Bright Stars Playgroup Thursdays, 10-12pm (during school 
term) 

Leppington Supported Playgroup at Leppington 
Community House 

  

Tuesdays, 9:30-10.30am (during school 
term) 

Playlinks Supported Playgroup  

Run in partnership with the Benevolent Society 
& Northcott Disability Services. This is an  
outdoor playgroup held at parks in the Camden 
LGA 

Wednesdays, 10-11.30am 

Leppington Breakfast Outreach 

  

Wednesdays (during school term) 

Camden Kids Festival 

  

14th September, 2011 

Narellan Rhythms Festival 

  

29th October, 2011 

Family Fun Day  

with Macarthur Temporary Family Care 

17th January, 2012 

Harmony Day 

  

31st March, 2012 

Burnside Macarthur Parenting Workshop  

In partnership with Uniting Care Burnside 

Tuesdays, 10-12pm until 3rd March, 
2012 

Camden Play Day 

  

20th May, 2012 

Food Allergy Awareness Picnic 

  

23rd May, 2012 

 Biggest Morning Tea 24th May, 2012 
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The major source of funding for our Youth Service’s Early Intervention and Placement 

Prevention (EIPP) Program comes from NSW Family and Community Services 

(FACS). 

Other funding and support came from the following sources: 

• Camden Council 

• Campbelltown TAFE Social & Community Services 

• Kelloggs 

• Lifehouse Church 

• Mental Health Association NSW 

• MTC Youth Connections 

• Uniting Care Burnside 

• YAPA 

• Youth Solutions 



 
Our EIPP program has continued to achieve positive results working with young  

people residing in Camden LGA. We have been involved in a variety of different  

projects over the past year, reaching out to youth across the community. The  

Outreach program held during the daylight savings months outside the Narellan library 

was particularly popular, attracting many young people and connecting them with local 

service providers.  

Breakfast programs were held at Elderslie and Camden High Schools during the first 

half of the year. These proved popular with 25-30 students attending each week.  The 

breakfast program extended its reach, moving to Mt Annan High School at the  

beginning of 2012, where senior students helped with the cooking and cleaning up. 

With an increase in the numbers of young people in the area, there is still much to 

achieve. CCC will be focusing on developing new programs to meet the growing  

demand for services to engage youth in our community.  Our programs will involve 

information and referral services as well as individual case management. 
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Highlights during the past year include 

• The program “Get up and Grow”. This was a young mum’s supported playgroup 

that was part funded through Camden Council’s Community small grants program. 

Six Mums attended this program and the feedback was very positive with  

participants reporting that this initiative made a positive impact on their daily lives. 

• The Breakfast Programs run at local high schools again proved popular, providing 

a nutritious start to the day for students that otherwise may go without breakfast. 

The program encourages students to continue the practice of having breakfast 

every day before coming to school to help increase their levels of concentration.  

• Two activities were organised as part of National Youth Week. The bowling event 

and visit to the cinema were free activities that targeted disadvantaged youth. 

• A workshop called “Beat the Blues” was facilitated during Post-Natal Depression 

Awareness Week. This workshop provided information about antenatal and  

postnatal depression. The 14 families that attended provided positive feedback. 



Program Date 

Camden Area Youth Service Drop In Centre Every Monday  & Tuesday during 
school term 
  

Narellan Rhythm’s Festival 29th October 2011 
  

“Beat the Blues” Workshop 17th  November, 2011 
  

“Get Up and Grow” a Young Mums Supported 
Playgroup  

July 2011 -  Nov 2011 
  

Breakfast Program Camden High School Feb - Dec 2011 
  

Breakfast Program Elderslie High School Feb - Dec 2011 
  

Mt Annan High School Breakfast program March 2012 -  Ongoing 
  

Outreach Thursday night (Daylight Savings 
months) 

Sep 2011 – April  2012 and  
recommencing October 2012 
  

Youth Week  13th– 22nd April, 2012 
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There were many highlights during the year and the official opening of Leppington  

Community House merits particular mention. This project was a means of providing  

Leppington residents with access to more services and activities. The hub is a creative 

and informative space that the public can use as a base for community events. Following 

the opening, CCC has facilitated a variety of programs including English conversation 

training for volunteers, English conversation classes, a financial coaching workshop for 

women, a cyber-bullying session for children and parents and a workshop on healthy  

relationships.  

Another highlight was the Women’s Group Sculpture Project that saw the collaboration of 

local women creating sculptures and exploring individual and community issues and  

concerns. The sculpture works were displayed as part of the Trivia Night for International 

Women’s Day in March.  

 

The major source of funding for our Community Development Services, Community  

Builder’s (CB) comes from NSW Family and Community Services (FACS). 

Other funding and support came from the following sources: 

• Bunnings Campbelltown/Narellan  

• Camden Council 

• Camden/Wollondilly Domestic Violence Committee  

• Kellogg’s  

• Leppington Public School  

• Macarthur Lions Club   

For this financial year, our community development services have included an exciting 

and eclectic mix of programs. We have successfully engaged with, and provided services 

for, seniors, families, children, women, and the general community residing in the  

Camden LGA.  From TAX HELP, to a pamper morning for Seniors, and Family Fun Days, 

our reach has been extensive. 

Our programs and services have been specifically targeted to meet the needs of a  

changing and dynamic community, with a strong focus on providing quality service.  All of 

our programs have been well supported by the local community and the feedback has 

been overwhelmingly positive. We are in the midst of exciting times, and we look forward 

to continuing our engagement with the community and to providing relevant programs 

and services during the coming year and beyond.  
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 Program Date 

Mums and Bubs Walking Group 
  

June 2011 

TAFE computer Graduation and Enrolment  
session 
  

20th June, 2011 

Youth Friendly Camden Project with TAFE  
students 
  

June to September, 2011 

Cancer Council presentation at Leppington Public 
School 
  

2nd August, 2011 

Camden Kid’s Festival 14th September, 2011 
  

Caring for Kid’s Fist Aid Course 
  

17th September, 2011 

TAX Help sessions 
  

Commenced July-October 2011 

Leppington Community House Launch- Official 
Opening 
 

11th October, 2011 
 

Leppington Breakfast Outreach Every Wednesday School Term 
  

Narellan Community Family Event, Bunnings  
Narellan 
  

5th November, 2011 

Talking about Healthy Relationships workshop 
  

30th November, 2011 

Cyber bullying Workshop 
  

14th December, 2011 

Women’s Group Sculpture Project 
  

February to March, 2012 

English Conversation classes 
  

Commenced March, 2012 

Payment Assistance Scheme (Sydney Water) 
  

Commenced March, 2012 

English Tutor Training for Volunteers 
  

5th-6th March, 2012 

Trivia Night, International Women’s Day 
  

9th March, 2012 

Seniors Week Pamper Morning 
  

20th March, 2012 

National Volunteer Week Afternoon Tea 
  

15th May, 2012 

Harmony Day 
  

31st March, 2012 

Biggest Morning Tea 
  

24th May, 2012 

Personal Coaching workshop for women and 
mums 
  

25h May, 2012 

TAFE Computer Course graduation and  
information session 

18th June, 2012 
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The Camden Just Walk It walking group has been auspiced by Camden Community 

Connections since the group started in 2000. CJWI celebrates another birthday after 

twelve years of walking the Camden cycleway. With 18 members, they walk every 

Tuesday, rain or shine.  Run by volunteers, the group encourages anyone to come 

along, it’s great for slow walkers, as well as the faster ones and its free.  


In partnership with the NSW Department of Education, free English Conversation  

classes commenced at Leppington Community House in February. Jin Liang,  

Community Information Officer from the NSW Department of Education, has been an 

invaluable support to the program, providing bilingual conversation sessions every 

Wednesday (during school term) from 2-4pm. The sessions equip participants with  

English speaking and writing skills.  

 

In it’s eleventh year, the Macarthur Spinners and Weavers is a group of enthusiastic 

people who gather together to exchange ideas, learn new techniques, and further their 

crafts. The groups meets every Friday from 9.30-3pm  at the Country Women’s  

Association rooms in Camden. On average 18 members attend each week and the 

group include both males and females.  

 

 




The Mount Annan Wanderers’ Walking for Pleasure group has been auspiced by  

Camden Community Connections since 2003. This group is also run by volunteers and 

with and average of 15 members they walk every Friday morning, rain, hail or shine at 

the Mount Annan Botanic Garden.  

 
(see Children’s Services Program, page 9) 
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In its fourth year, the Camden Seniors Issues Group advocates on behalf of all Seniors 

in relation to a large range of issues that not only affect them but the  community as a 

whole. Camden Community Connections coordinate and facilitate the meetings, held  

bi-monthly. Particular highlights this year include the installation of parking ramps at 

Narellan Library, highlighting security issues in Narellan Town Centre, lobbying for 

more bus shelters in Narellan Town Centre and the trimming of vegetation. 

In partnership with Narellan Community Health and as part of the Active Over 50’s 

scheme, the Harrington Park Tai Chi classes commenced in October 2011. On  

average 20 participants attend the weekly classes, led by Tai Chi instructor Serene 

Harris. 

Due to community demand, Tai Chi classes at Narellan Community Hall also  

commences in August 2012.  



The TAFE computer classes have been set up in partnership with Camden Council  

Library Service and the South Western Sydney Institute of TAFE.  The classes provide 

a fantastic foundation to computer technology including keyboarding and word  

processing skills. The course is fee exempt and has been very well received by the 

community. Between July and June, ten classes between Narellan and Camden have 

been set up, with approximately 100 participants graduating from the program.   



Auspiced by Camden Community Connections, the PMR group meets every month 

from February to November in the CCC meeting room from 10-12 pm. This year there 

have been several people inquiring about PMR. The group is a means of providing 

support to those fighting this painful sickness, providing them with information and  

answering their questions.  
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The CCC Management Committee would like to thank all CCC Staff and Volunteers 

for their support during the past year. 

  
    

Amy Livingstone   

Belinda Lettl   

Carmelina Nunnari  

Catherine Gonzaga  

Deborah Rose   

Jodie Reeder   

Kathleen Chalmers  

Lily Roberts-Everett  

Maria Esma   

Myrtle Mooney   

Patricia Coff   

Veronica Davis   

Victoria Cruickshank  

Zual Hakim    
    

     
     
     
  


Adylin Wall 

Aidan Maher 

Ashlee Helene 

Carole Clark 

Ebony Basher 

Jennifer Mack 

John Maumau 

Julie Blakesley 

Karen Baughan 

Liza Hoque 

Susan Hayes 

Tahleah Maumau-Pinomi 

Tina Banks  

Usman Shahid 

Wendy Norris 

Mt Annan High School Students 

UWS Medical Students 

Campbelltown TAFE Social & Community Services  
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ADHC 

Australian Taxation Office 

Bucking Events 

Bunnings Narellan 

Bunnings Campbelltown 

C91.3 Radio Station 

Camden Advertiser 

Camden Council 

Camden High School 

Camden Just Walk It 

Camden Spinners & Weavers 

Carolina Oses  

Elderslie High School 

Family & Community Services 

Gordon’s Place, Narellan Town Centre 

Greg Warren Mayor of Camden 

Illawarra Children’s Services  

IMB 

Immigrant Women’s Speakout Association 

Jas My Waffles 

Karitane at Camden  

Kelloggs 

Leppington Public School 

Lifehouse church 

Macarthur Chronicle 

Macarthur Lions Club 

Macarthur Northcott Disability Services 

Macarthur Temporary Family Care 

Macarthur Nils 

MTC Youth Solutions  

McDonald’s in Regional Macarthur 

 

CCC gratefully acknowledges the following people, partnership organisations, and 
government agencies for their financial or in kind support during 2011/12. 

Medical Students 

Mental Health Association of NSW 

Mission Australia 

Commonwealth Bank, Mortgage Services Sydney 

Ms Jin Liang, NSW Education and Communities  

Mt Annan High School  

Mt Annan Leisure Centre 

Mt Annan Wanderers Walking Group 

MTC Youth Connection 

Narellan Town Centre 

Northcott Disability Services 

NSW Health Promotion  

NSW Police 

Polymyalgia Rheumatica Support Group  

Serene Harris 

South Western Sydney Institute of TAFE 

Sydney South West Area Health Service 

The Arthouse Narellan 

The Benevolent Society 

The Camden Seniors Issues Group 

The Camden/ Wollondilly DV Committee 

The District Reporter 

The Smith’s Snackfood Company 

Town Grocer Narellan Town Centre 

Uniting Care Burnside 

University of Western Sydney  

Eckersley’s Art & Craft, Campbelltown 

Sector Connect 

Volunteering Macarthur 

Woolworths Narellan 

YAPA 
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In 2012 Camden Community Connections revenue was $438,372 an increase of 14.68% 

on $382,249 reported in 2011. Expenses were $415,238, an increase of 12.76% on 

$368,239 for 2011, resulting in a net surplus from activities of $23,134 for the year ended 

30 June 2012. 

 

The organisation’s main source of revenue is from Family and Community Services with 

grants received from Uniting Care Burnside and Camden Council and other income  

generating activities conducted by Camden Community Connections making up the  

balance of revenue received for the reporting period. 

 

The closing cash balance as at 30 June 2012 was $190,413 compared to $194,004 as at 

30 June 2011 and retained surplus is $136,051 an increase from $112,917 retained  

surplus in 2011. 

 

The audit undertaken by Kelly & Partners in September 2012 confirmed that the financial 

practices and internal controls in place are in accordance with the relevant statutory  

requirements. Committed to the principles of continuous improvement, Camden  

Community Connections will focus on evaluating and refining processes in the coming 

year. Significant work has already been undertaken by our new Manager Sue Watt and 

Bookkeeper Kathy Key to review our methods of ac-

counting, reporting and budgeting.  Their focus has 

been to streamline and strengthen internal control 

processes to meet the challenges of the year ahead 

and to underpin future growth of the organisation. 













































